











be “evergreen.” meaning that all veterans of foreign
wars (in other words, not just Spanish-American and
Philippine-American War veterans) would be eligible
and that all members would be treated as equals. It is
to this founding of the AVES in Columbus that the .. .V
generally 1races its origins, as seen in the many 100th

anniversary celebrations that occ '« in 1999,

Membership in these and other veterans’ organizations
spread slowly in the early 1900s, for these organizations
were olfentimes in direct competition [or enrollment
or unaware of each other’s existence. For example, in
1901, a Pittsburgh-based group called the F7 77 ipine
War Veterans organized, while an organization with
the exact same name [ormed in Altoona, Pa., alniost
simultancously. These two groups, along with a Phila-
delphia, Pa.-based group called the American Veterans
of Philippine and China Wars, combined in 1903 to form
a group {hat also named itself the American Veterans
of Foreign Service (they were apparently unaware

of the " tence ol lhe Columbus-based group). This
confusion resulted in lower-than-desired enrollment
for cach and limited the extent to which either group
could advocate for velerans.

The two AVEFS groups combined in 1905, Forward-
thinking leaders of these and other veterans’ organiza-
tions realized that a greater degree of cooperation and
consolidation was still necessary: therefore, they called
for “encampments” (i.e., conferences) to discuss the
organizations’ [utures. Though there was certainly some
opposition from those who desived continued indepen-
dence, the newly consolidated AVES and the National
Association of the Army of the Philippines combined

in 1913 to form what was teniporarily called the Ay
ol the Philippines, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, a title that
was meant 1o convey the broad, inclusive nature of the
newly formed organization. In February 1914, attorney
Rice W. Mcans, commander in chief of the AVEFS, issued
a call that asked for all veteran groups to amalgamate,
slating, in part, “There must arisc an organization which
will embody the true patriotic sentiments of this nation.
It must be so broad in its provisions for etigibility to
include every man who has served or who in the
future will serve inawa = which the U.S. is engaged.”
Consequently, in 1914, a referendum to select a perma-
nent name resulted in the choice of Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States.

THw 1914 PITTSBURGH
ENCAMPMENT

It was not until the Pittsburgh encampient ol September
14-17, 1914, that the official amalgaimation of the orga-
nization and adoption of the VEW name occurred. The
1911 Pittsburgh encampment took place in what was
then the Schenley Hotel in the Oakland neighborhood

of Pittsburgh: it has since become the William Pitt Union
of the University of Pittsburgh. The 1911 Pittsburgh
encampment commitiee was headed by Major Robert

G. Woodside, Dr. George Metzger. H.O. Kelley, and
William Ralston, three of whom were fornier commanders
of the AVIFS. Two hundred {ifty delegates from across
the United States and its territories and possessions
attended, including engineer Colonel George W. Goetlials,
builder of the Panama Canal, who represented the
Panama Canal VEW post.

The [ollowing notable actions occurred at the
Pittsburgh encampment:

e Official adoption of the name Velerans of Foreign
Wars of the United States

e Acceptance ol the Pittsburgh encampment pendant

e Adoption of the Cross of Malta as the official seal
ol the VI'W

¢ Election of Colonel Thomas S. Crago of Waynesburg,

N

Pa., veteran of the Philip & - Tican War, as the

first national commander in chicf of the VI'W

e Adoption ol the constitution of the VEW, which
included the organization’s aims as stated in article 1:
“The objects of this org lion are fraternal, patriotic,

historical and educational; Lo preserve and strengthen

comradeship among its members; (o assist worthy
comrades; to perpetuate the memory and history of
our dead, and to assist their widows and orphans;

to maintain true allegiance (o the government of the

United States of America, and fidelity to its constitution

and laws; Lo foster true patriotism; Lo maintain and

extend institutions of American (reedom: and to
preserve and defend the United States [rom all her
cneniies, whomsoever,”

Not to be overshadowed by the unification of the VI'W,
the Ladies Auxiliary also « 77 ially came into being at the

Pittsburgh encampment; Margaret Armstrong of Pittsburgh






In addition to patriotism-oriented activities, council
leaders ensured that Pittshurgh-area VEW posts
performed acts that were compassionate in nature.

A burial connnittee addressed cemetery and burial-
related issues, and cemetery-specific committees
were formed (o ensure the proper maintenance and
decoration of veterans’ graves, as many veterans'
lamilies could not afford to do so. Though these acts
were certainly charitable in nature, a broader relief
commitice was fornted in order to organize other
areas of charitable work that were, from the beginning,
central to the founding of the VW, For example,
VI'W members reached out to and visited with former
contrades or the widows of servicemen who were
rumored to be in dire straits and, on the council’s
behall, attended (o their inancial needs. Additionally,
local VI'W posts made arrangenients [or seriously ill
velerans to be admitted to soldiers’ homes for care.

There were sonie very early indications of the VEW's
involvement in politics and public life, though this role
would greatly expand and increase in complexity as

the 20th century progressed and as the United States’
military involvement overseas increased. During these
early years (and as would continue to be the case after
World War I), a major area of concern was tlre ecmploy-
ment of veterans, as evidenced in the VEW Allegheny
County Council’s creation of an employment committee.
Many veterans returncd from war to {ind their former
jobs filled, and some faced ecmployment discrimination.
The employment committee sought to address these
probl by advocating for veterans who felt that they
had been unfairly fired {rom their jobs and by urging

the govermuent to encourage the " * ° or rehiring
of veterans aud (o maintain fair hiring practices.

In addition, a legal committee addressed political
matters, with its chief action at this tinie being to send
resolutions to various gove ent officials, urging
them to pass legislation benefiting veterans. By 1916,
membership in the council had expanded to include
representatives from the Ward #19 and Stuart #86 posts.

WORLD WAR I: 1917-18

The lead-up to the entry of the United States into World
War [ provided the VEW with many opportunities to
strengthenits = 7 tence. While the United States was

tec”  ally a neutral party between 1911 and 1917,

a particular area in which the VEW began to exert
considerable influence was that of military preparedness.
This dedication to national military preparedness
stemmed [rom the still-vibrant niemories of the United
States” haphazard and ill-prepared entries into the
Spanish-American and Philippine-Anterican wars. In
1915, the VW Allegheny County Council organized a
veterans reserve corps when the Pennsylvania National
Guard was ordered overseas, Furthermore, Crago, the
first commander in chiel of the VI'W, had argued in 1915
that the United States needed to adequately prepare for
wen with cither Mexico or Gernany. Crago argued that
the United States needed to increasce the size of the
Army and form cadres of men to pass along batticfield
experience and that better and more extensive equipment

was needed for the adequate defense of the country.

At the ional encampment of 1916, discussion continued
to center around national military preparedness. WS,
Voorsanger of Pittsburgh, perhaps having been inspired

]

by *Tegheny County’s veterans reserve corps, proposed
the creation of a national “adequate veteran reserve,”
which would enlist “several hundred thousand veterans
of the campaigns of the last two decades.” Although
this suggestion never came (o fruition on a national
level, many VW state departments supplied their states
with men who performed some of the types of duties
cuvisioned by Voorsanger and others. These included
the patrolling of coasts and national boundaries and

the investigation of suspected “subversive groups

and saboteurs.”

On April 6, 1917, Congress declared war on Germany
and 77 dally entered World War 1. America’s entry into
the war galvanized the VW into action, with more than
60 percent of its members deciding to reenlist, Those
still at home channeled their efforts into four main arcas:
helping to win the war through recr ent activities,
fighting for entitlements for the veterans-to-be, advocating
for the needs of servicemen’s fanilies, and recruiting
new VI'W members. It can be argued that the VEW's
most valuable assistance toward winning the war per-
tained to recruiting. Even after, however, the VEW did
not leave it at that; to keep up the morale of the men that
they had helped to recruit, many VEFW posts inaugurated
a “Vets to Vets” letter program, which sought to initiate
correspondence with men from their hometowns. Addi-
tionally, Foreign Service magazine, which was a forum
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Day parade was the most prominent ol those events.

It is notable that a moment of silence in memory of the
“comrades lelt o1 the other side ol the water” halted
the parade at 11 aan., for this 11 ant. moment of silence
is now a (radition and is still obscrved on Veterans Day.

Despite sonie of its successes, the VEW Taced many
chalienges; its responses to those challenges indicated
the commitment ol the organization to continue to
fight for veterans. Through the formation of a National
Service Bureau, which eventually became today's
National Vetera  scrvice, the VEW was instrumental
in terms of assisting in the resolution of insurance and
death and disability claims: prior to VFW involvement,
these benefits had beel disarray; were haphazardly
administered; and, in many cases, did not reach
veterans at all.

Employment coniinued (o be a particularly trouble-
some area. As was lhe case with Spanish-American and
Philippine- ©  erican War veterans, World War I veterans
faced significant employment problems. There were
reports of veterans being turmed down by the postmaster
ol the City of Pittsburgh [or employment, and the VEW
argued once again that the cily should give preference
{o velerans [or employment. Veterans who wanted their
prewar steel mill and factory jobs back often were out
of luck. There was indeed increased cooperation [rom
the Chamber of Commerce, Pennsylvania Railroad,
and U.S. Steel in terms of employing veterans, perhaps
duc to veterans’ employment problems having been
brought before the siate legislature by the VEW.
However, in general, the economic malaise of the carly
1920s exacerbated an already difficult situation lor
veterans. Strikes oce «d across the country, and the
economic slump caused great frustration [or workers
and laclory owners alike. Much of the blame for these
strikes was placed on “homegrown Reds,” as suspected
communist conspirators were known. In reaction to
this [irst “Red Scare,” the VEW made anticommunism
a core tenet of the organization, with anticommunist
activities coming to the fore during the Cold War.

However, the most well-known of the VEW’s elmiploy-
ment advocacy efforts was the initiation of the sale
of “buddy poppies,” an activity that continues to the
present day. The poppy was thought to be the flower
of remembrance, with the term *buddy” attached
because “buddy” was a common nickname among

World War | comrades. Disabled veterans [ound employ-
ment through the VIFW by assembling and selling lapel
pin buddy poppics. This benefited disabled veterans
everywhere while at the same time reminding Americans
of the cost ol war. In 1923, a factory in Pittsburgh
began assembling buddy poppies. Relatively quickly,
pressure grew to produce them in other locales so that
disabled veterans around the country would benefit

m the work.

Another local effort that specifically sought to aid
disabled veterans was advocacy for the completion of
the Federal Hospital at Aspinwall. Local VI'W olficials
expressed concerns that existing veterans' hospitals cut
oft veterans from the broader conmmunity; as « result.
they decided that magazines, newspapers, and other
items would be sent 1o hospitalized veterans—an carly
type ol care packages.

On the national level, the late 1920s witnessed the
design and realization of a resource that continues to
be one ol the VFW’s legacies: the VW National Home
for Children. Wor™ © 3 closely with the Ladics Auxiliary,
which provided much of the funding for additional
buildings on the property, the VEW established t(he
honie near Eaton Rapids, Mich. Opening in 1925, the
home added a hospital, a community center, a nursery,
a chapel, and a library over time. Auxiliary funding
contributed greatly to these endeavors. While the
mission of the h has changed over the years, it
remains commitied to providing crucial services to
veterans, who face some new (and many of the same)
issues upon returning home, and their families.

While the VFW and its predecessor veterans’ organiza-
tions had advocated for adequate conmpensation for
velerans since the Spanish-Anterican and Philippine-
Anterican wars, it was not until the 1920s and 1930s that
some particularty noteworthy advances occurred in the
region. Once again recognizing the power of concerted,
rather than divided, action, the .. .V and the American
Legion worked together to lobby for the payment ol a
bonus to World War I veterans as “adjusted compensa-
tion” for the meager wages received during the conflict.
In Pittsburgh, the VEW, the American Legion, and a
group called Disabled Veterans worked together (o gather
signatures for a petition to be presented to the federal
government in favor of this adjusted compensation.





























































