Department of Pennsylvania
Veterans of Foreign Wars
POW/MIA Recognition Day

National League of POW/MIA Families POW/MIA FLAG HISTORY

The National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia was
incorporated in the District of Columbia on May 28, 1970. The League’s sole purpose is to obtain
the release of all prisoners, the fullest possible accounting for the missing, and the repatriation of
all recoverable remains of those who died during the Vietnam War.

Its Web site is www.pow-miafamilies.org.

POW/MIA Recognition Day honors the commitments and the sacrifices made by our nation's
prisoners of war and those who are still missing in action.

By custom, it is on the third Friday in September.

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is one of the six days specified by law on which the black
POW/MIA flag shall be flown over federal facilities and cemeteries, post offices and military
installations.

The VFW will not rest until we achieve the fullest possible accounting of all missing American
military service members from all wars. The VFW encourages the U.S. government to continue its
missing personnel accounting efforts and is directly engaged with former enemy nations urging
their fullest cooperation and assistance in obtaining information about American POWs/MIAs.
VFW national officers make periodic trips to Pacific, Asian and European countries where they
meet with senior host country officials to stress the importance of conducting investigation and
recovery operations, as well as gaining access to documents and archival research facilities.

VFW’s Stance on POW/MIA Issues

1. Never quit on achieving the fullest possible accounting of all American POWs/MIAs from all
wars.

2. Urge Congress to fully fund the requested amounts for the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency and all supporting agencies involved in the Full Accounting Mission.

3. Encourage POW/MIA public awareness projects and events.

4. Support POW/MIA Recognition Day.

5. Encourage the flying of the POW/MIA flag on all local, state and federal government buildings
as a reminder that this issue is a matter of national importance.

6. Immediately drape all transfer cases containing recovered remains of military members with the
U.S. flag upon departure from foreign soil.
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7. Solicit and provide information to assist the government of Vietnam in accounting for their own
missing in action during the war with the U.S

8. Keep the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs intact in mission, personnel, and
funding.

Each human carries around a cellular dog tag called nuclear DNA—genetic material inherited in
equal shares from a person’s mother and father at the moment of conception. It is unique to each
individual and a sure-fire identifier. Law enforcement uses nuclear DNA to convict criminals, and
military investigators use it to identify current battlefield and accident victims. Usually, this is done
by comparing a known sample of the victim’s DNA to DNA taken from the bodily remains. But
first there must be a sample on file. Please help in giving a DNA sample.

POW/MIA stands for prisoners of war and missing in action. National POW/MIA Recognition
Day is observed on the third Friday of September each year.

In 2026, it will be on Friday, September 18th. It is a day to honor and remember the service
members who were captured or who remain unaccounted for and please remember to have a
ceremony at your post to honor those veterans.

For any other questions, please contact:

Ron Peters

1075 S. Kendal Ave
Bradford, PA 16701
(814) 758-6087
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